The Cognition-Emotion Neuroscience Laboratory is conducting research to better understand, diagnose and treat:

SCHIZOPHRENIA

DEPRESSION

BIPOLAR DISORDER
and other mental illnesses
For further information please contact us!

773-834-7600
CENSL@bsd.uchicago.edu
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Eligibility

· Ages 15 to 55

· Must be diagnosed with

· schizophrenia
· schizoaffective disorder

· either bipolar disorder or major depression with psychotic features (hearing voices or other symptoms)

· Medically stable
· No significant problems with drugs or alcohol
· No contraindications to MRI (no metal in body, weight > 300lbs, no claustrophobia)

Procedures

· Diagnostic interview and symptom assessment
· Neuropsychological/cognitive testing

· Electroencephalogram (EEG) 

· Blood draw for genetic studies

· Functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) 

Time

· All procedures take a total of about 8 hours.

· Procedures are completed once, then repeated 4 weeks later.

Location of Testing

University of Chicago Medical Center 
5841 South Maryland Ave, Chicago, IL 60637
Participant Payments

Participants will be compensated accordingly for each procedure completed, up to a maximum of $340
Contact

Phone: (773) 834-7600 
Email: CENSL@bsd.uchicago.edu
We welcome referrals, comments, questions, and requests for information.

Patient Participants Needed for Research Study 

“Antipsychotic Effects on Top Down Attentional Control of Sensory Processing in Psychosis”
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University of Chicago
Cognition-Emotion Neuroscience Laboratory
5841 South Maryland Ave. L-464
Chicago, Illinois 60637
773-834-7600
Sponsored by the National Institute of Mental Health 





Study Title


Antipsychotic Effects on Top Down Attentional Control of Sensory Processing in Psychosis








Principal Investigator


Sarah Keedy, Ph.D. 


Associate Director, Cognition-Emotion Neuroscience Laboratory


Assistant Professor of Psychiatry and Behavioral Neurosciencs





Specific Aims


The overall study goal is to learn about the causes of psychosis, as seen in schizophrenia and some mood disorders.  We wish to understand the underlying biological processes that cause symptoms like hallucinations and the cognitive problems associated with these illnesses, and to better understand of how treatments for these illnesses work.





Procedures


Two kinds of patients will be in the study:





1. Psychiatric patients starting or changing medications for psychosis.  A primary goal is to study brain function that may be associated with symptoms of serious mental illness, such as hallucinations.  Patients will be tested before starting or changing medication for such symptoms.  They will be tested a second time after they have taken new or changed medication for 4 weeks.  We will consult with treating physicians throughout the protocol.





2. Stabilized patients:  We will include patients who need no changes to their medication and have no recent hospitalizations.  They will be tested at two different times 4 weeks apart with no change to their treatment. 





Diagnostic Interview and Clinical Assessment:





A full psychiatric clinical assessment will be conducted, along with various assessments of psychopathology and symptom ratings.  Medical history and demographic information will be collected.  You may be asked to be video-taped during the clinical assessment, but but this is optional.  You do not have to agree to this to participate in the study.  





Neurospsychological/Cognitive Testing:





We conduct neuropsychological tests, including tests of attention, memory, and problem solving ability.  





Functional MR Imaging:





Using the commonly employed non-invasive brain imaging method of MRI (magnetic resonance imaging), we can study brain activity during different kinds of mental task performance.  This approach to brain imaging provides a new dimension to studying brain functions and brain disorders.  While relaxing comfortably in the scanner, you perform attention tasks as images of the brain are acquired to show which brain areas were most involved in performing the task.  If you do not wish to participate in the MRI or meet exclusion criteria for MR scans, you may still be recruited for participation in the remaining parts of the study.





Electroencephalogram (EEG):





EEG is a safe, non-invasive procedure that measures brain waves.  Much like the functional MRI, EEG recording will be taken while you perform mental tasks.  You will wear an electrode cap, similar to a swimming cap, and gel will be inserted into the cap to improve the signal between your scalp and the electrodes.  During the EEG test, you will be comfortably seated while you perform some simple computer and reading tasks.





Follow-Up Assessments:





We will ask participants to return for follow-up assessments after 4 weeks. During the follow-up visit clinical assessments, cognitive testing, electroencephalogram (EEG) and magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), will be repeated.�
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